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June 16, 2010

This delightful deck watch has a rich Royal Navy history spanning two world wars. We get two histories for the price of one because the watch is a marriage of case/dial No. 56752 with a pin set, non hacking ¾ plate movement No. 57163. The original movement was listed as a “hack watch”. The fate of the original movement is unknown.  I think No. 56163 migrated back to England from Australia in the late 1930’s. The movement was probably determined to be unusable and so movement number 57163 was married to the case and the case marked with the H.S. 3 on the back of the case. This was done sometime in or after 1939 to meet the great need for navigational timepieces occasioned by WWII.  Unfortunately we know nothing of the watches post marriage WWII history. I think it was surplused out of Herstmonceux sometime after 1949. There is nothing specific to connect the watch to the box. 
Details from the watch and box
On Dial “Dent London 56752”

¾ plate lever escapement, pin set, non hacking

16 size (19 lignes) Movement No. 57163

On movement “Maker to the King 61 Strand & 4 Royal Exchange”

Admiralty broad arrows on the dial, the movement and stamped on case back.
Inner and outer cover hallmarked London 1909. Maker’s mark “JW”. “155” and “0” 
“57163” scratched on the inside of the inner cover.

Back of case stamped “H.S. 3” with an admiralty arrow.

Watch in a box with a blank Form 213 label. “Issued from the Chronometer Section Hydrographic Department Ministry of Defence Herstmonceau Castle Halsham, Sussex.”

From Greenwich Chronometer records published in “Edward John Dent and His Successors” by Vaudrey Mercer., London 1977.
Pictures and ship details from Wikipedia and http://www.battleships-cruisers.co.uk/
Repairer details from “Chronometer Makers of the World” by Tony Mercer.

No. 56752, E. Dent & Co. Hack Watch, Purchased Oct. 1909 for £ 5   in exchange for old chronometers
3 Dec. 1914 
HMS Bonaventure
HMS Bonaventure was an Astraea class second class cruiser launched in 1892. She was a used as a submarine depot ship from 1910 and was broken up in 1920.
HMS Bonaventure c. 1910

2 Oct. 1918 
HMS Foxhound 

HMS Foxhound was a Beagle-class destroyer launched in 1909 and sold in 1921. The fifth “FOXHOUND” is a turbine torpedo-boat destroyer, launched at Clydebank in 1910.  She is of 950 tons, 12,500 horse-power, and 27 knots speed.  Her length, beam, and draught are 265., 28th., and 9ft.  In 1914 the “Foxhound,” commanded by Commander William G. Howard, was employed in various operations in the Mediterranean against the German and Austrian forces. 
6 Jan. 1918 
HMS Hecla
The fourth Hecla was a torpedo boat carrier/depot ship purchased in 1878 modernised in 1912 and sold in 1926
HMS Hecla, 1913.
8 Jan. 1919
S. Better
(Sydney Better Clerkenwell chronometer maker. Repair




Interval)
6 Feb. 1922 
Rosyth 
(Major shipyard and depot in Scotland)
14 Nov 1924 
Buckney
(Owner of E. Dent Clean & Repair interval)
19 Oct
1928 
Malta 

(Depot in the Mediterranean)
14 Dec 1932 HMS Flinders
Hydrographic Survey ship
25 Oct 1934
Malta

(Depot in the Mediterranean)
10 Oct 1935 
HMS Apollo

HMS Apollo, a 7105-ton light cruiser, was built at Devonport, England, the first of a class of three, all of which ultimately served in the Royal Australian Navy. Completed in January 1936, she operated on the North America and West Indies Stations until mid-1938. Transferred to Australia in late September 1938, she was then renamed HMAS Hobart and served in Australian waters during the remaining peacetime months.

3 Dec. 1936 
Plymouth
(Major Naval base and depot on the south coast of England)
No. 57163 E. Dent and Co. Purchased by Admiralty 1911

15 Sep 1911
Webb

(Probably son of noted maker A.W. Webb. Son.in Blackheath till 1918. Not sure why a new watch from Dent would go immediately to another repairer.
1 Feb 1917
HMS Sabrina 
HMS Sabrina was a Yarrow Later M-class destroyer Launched in 1916 and sold in 1926. Saw service in WWI. No details available.
11 Jun 1917 HMS Liffey 

HMS Liffey was a Foyle-type destroyer, launched in 1904, re-designated as a River-class destroyer in 1913 and sold for breaking up in 1919.Saw WWI service. Details not available.
25 Sep 1917
Immingham 
(Submarine base in Lincolnshire during WWI)

5 Jan 1918
HMS Mastiff

Destroyer built 1914. Served with the Harwich Force 1914-1917. Sold for scrapping in May 1921.
HMS Mastiff, 1914
21 Jun 1918
L. Hooper
(Probably a repairer. No record in Tony Mercer)
17 Aug 1918
HMS Titania

Laid down as KAROLY FEENCZ JOZSEF for the Royal Hungarian Sea Nav Co, Adria Fiume (Austria). Taken over on stocks August 1914 and completed November 1915 as HMS TITANIA for the Royal Navy. She became the depot ship for human torpedos (Charioteer), initially on the Clyde and then in the Hebrides for the actual operations.06/1948; Arrived Faslane for breaking.
24 Aug 1921
Transferred to Australian Government
From “Greenwich Observatory” Vol 1 by A.J. Meadows:

Navigational timepiece repair was accomplished by mostly London based chronometer makers until 1938 when the shortage of qualified civilian repairers would be undertaken by the Royal Observatory recruiting skilled staff and training others.  This work first took place in Bristol and then in Bradford on Avon. It became the first major section of the Observatory to move to Herstmonceux in 1949.  
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